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SPONSORED BY THE
JOHN T. VUCUREVICH FOUNDATION 

AND THE BLACK HILLS AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Strengthening Civil Society – an award for 
exceptional journalism about non-profi ts in South Dakota 

with cash awards totaling $1,500
Administered by South Dakota NewsMedia Association

This award honors exceptional reporting about the nonprofi t sector. It recognizes investigative journalism on issues 
such as fi nances, governance, and operations of nonprofi ts, uncovering potential abuses such as fraud, misuse of funds 
or confl icts of interest. It also highlights reporting on topics like service fees, executive pay, or political infl uence, and 
addresses criminal activity involving nonprofi ts. 
This award also honors journalism that helps the public understand the mission, programs and social value of nonprofi t 

organizations in the communities they serve. Reporting that provides clear insight into the challenges nonprofi ts face and 
the strategies they use to pursue the public good and to meet the needs of communities and segments of our state’s 
population.
This contest is open to all news media organizations based in South Dakota and staff   members who reside in South Dakota 

and includes all South Dakota-based newspapers, broadcast outlets and digital-only platforms. Freelance journalists who 
reside in South Dakota and whose reporting is published or aired by South Dakota-based news media organizations also 
are eligible to enter. Entries must have been published or aired during 2025 (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2025). Entries must also 

include a written statement (500 words or less) outlining the background and scope of the entry and any potential 

outcomes resulting from the reporting. There is no fee to enter. Entries are limited to one per individual or team. An 
individual who is part of a team entry may also enter his or her own stand-alone entry.

DEADLINE TO ENTER: 11:59 p.m. Central; Friday, January 23, 2026
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